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Shifts in scale An unusual invitation Registration of change Formal definition Abundance + repetition

a connection to the vast 
and the miniature

moments of pause in 
atypical contexts

the clarity of time and 
change through more-
constant forms

the juxtaposition of 
strong, simple forms 

against this hazy place

an incomprehensible and 
unexpected quantity
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shell mound piles revetment pallet ditch



Atmosphere A stark form in a 

hazy place

Water saturation Mound deformation Building + 

rebuilding

Material relations Birds Human access

Atmosphere Tidal register Sediment Degradation + repair Creatures Water saturation

Atmosphere Tidal range Water saturation Creatures Floating forms Human access

Atmosphere Sky contained within 

ground

Registers of change Ditch transformation

Shifts in scale

Unusual invitation

Registration of change

Formal definition

Abundance + repetition

Tidal change + 

access

Creatures Prior shorelineAtmosphere Shoreline 

construction
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Berms - shore parallel Berms - enclosure Ditches - shore normal Mounds - with riprap Piles
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Berms - shore parallel Berms - enclosure Ditches - shore normal Mounds - with riprap Piles
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01. Shifts in scale or proportion:

a connection to the vast and the miniature

procession

aggregationsa textured surface within a 
distant view 

the marsh overwhelms a small 
road entry

tiny, complex elements part of 

expansive system

intricacies of water against 
thin horizon

observation points

landmarks registered in the 
flatness



02. An unusual invitation:

moments of pause in atypical contexts

inhabitable rooms

in a wallcity access to the water 
bottom

within the riprap

an opening in the grassesthe neighborhood marsh

into the marsh

people + panne



03. Registration of change:

the clarity of time + change through more-constant forms

a figure in the distance

decayrock + oyster mounds host 
peculiar + persistent habitats

vertical elements passively 
document water levels

water marks shorelineopen expanses make visible 
tidal ebbs + flows

post in the water

vertical surfaces register 
tides + growth



04. Formal definition:

the juxtaposition of strong, simple forms against this hazy place

the opening between two marsh 
platforms is bridged

row of pilesa needlerush circle stark form in ambiguous marsh

exaggeration within fieldislands + channels

building up in the marsh

a field of pilings between 
dryland + wetland



05. Abundance + repetition:

an incomprehensible + unexpected quantity; new patterns

pile field

marsh fieldverticality oyster mound

horizontality + layerstwo species of marsh plants

an abundance of water paths

an expanse of black needlerush
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“It seems that my earliest recollections are of those 
wide stretches of marshgrass and reeds. 

Their mystery, vastness, and silence have ever caused 
me to wonder.” 

14
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“It is a state of mind, a way of being webbed 
wonderfully into one’s surroundings, not hurrying past 

them as we harried moderns are prone to do.” 

1����'��	�������,�������+�#�
���5����/67674�



 

“The beauty that we see in the vernacular 
landscape is the image of our common humanity: 

hard work, stubborn hope, and mutual forbearance 
striving to be love.” 

1=��=������������������������!�������������
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Town Neighborhood

�#����

Detail



 



 



 

anticipated
adaptation plan
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existing road elevated

path tendril oriented
towards Tangier Island

berm oriented towards 
Smith Island

path terminates 
at converted structure

road removed 
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marsh surround: 
new development enveloped in 
dense marsh grasses

horizon marsh: 
marsh expanses 
face the Bay

structures abandoned 
prior to plan 
implementation

single-family homes 
constructed after plan 
implementation 

marsh links: 
marsh gardens link 
between blocks - shared 
yards for gathering both 
people and water
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existing ditch network

Chesapeake Ave.
routinely � oods

vacant lots



 



 

existing ditch

pond with killi� sh

new residential 
construction

marsh platform

bench nooks

oyster shell path

ditch crossing
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lifting protection
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Sackertown Road



 

2050
Sea level: 1.5’

road elevated to 5.6’

portion of road deconstructed and converted 
to walking path post home abandonement

Smith Island spit



 

2050



 

2050
Shell reach



 

2100
Sea level: 4’

path tendril | boardwalk

converted structure | � shing shanty

former path | shell reef



 

2100



 

2100
Shell reach



 



 



 

oyster shell mounds
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Pilings/ghost trees - cross-cut

1’+ dia.

2’-4’ W

2’ W

2’-4’ W

2’-3’ W

1’+ W

2’-4’ W

Reed mat on crushed shell Crab pot w/ oyster shells Crushed shells

Lumber foot w/ crushed shells Sheet pile foot w/ crushed shells Pilings/ghost trees - resawn
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Pilings/ghost trees - cross-cut

Clams grow, rivulets form

Another level added

Successive placements accrue

Footing for a future structure

Successive placements accrueClams grow, sediments deposit

Buried in muck, grasses grow over

Reed mat Crab pot Oyster shells

Lumber foot Sheet pile foot Pilings/ghost trees - resawn
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