
Settled For a Moment



In this atlas we aim to explore the 
complexities of the unseen world that dictate 
the built enviornment.

Saxis as entagled life cycles and livlihoods of 
those who live in this space. To interface with 
the conflicting needs and desires of the socio-
ecological layers of the landscape. 



COMMUNITY AND POPULATION

Recurring Town Council Agenda Items
Shoreline erosion
Oyster Restoration

Bluecrab Population
Increasing Town Revenue

Increasing Tourism Opportunities
Supporting Local Businesses
Finding Grants and Funding

SAXIS MEETING MINUTES THE FACES OF SAXIS



KEY EVENTS IN SAXIS’ STORY

PLACING OUR 

MOMENT IN  HISTORY



CURRENTS AND TIDES: high tide CURRENTS AND TIDES: low tide

The unique placement and shape of the Pocomoke 

Sound creates a “hot zone” an area perfectly tempured 

to the growth of oysters and crabs. The constant inflow 

of the Pocomoke and Potomac rivers freshwater and 

the movement of the tide create a low zone of sanity. 

Saxis sits in a pocket of perfect oyster conditions.

The tide moves almost parallel to the Saxis shore line 

pushing the sediment toward the north were it wraps 

around creating the recognizable hook shape.

RAISED SEA BED

SAXIS HOOK



LAND LOSS

The Harbor needs to be dredged regularly but this removes 

sediment from the system meaning that there is no sediment to 

draw from on the southern side of the island which speeds up the 

process of erosion.

New residents to Saxis have also removed marshland and 

vegitation on the southern and northern sides of the island reducing 

stability and flood resilience. For a land mass so small it doesn’t 

take much to feel wide spread effects.

Residents of Saxis are not people to give up easily 

they have created their own solutions to protect their 

homes and the land they value.

Peices of buildings that have been demolished used by 

one home owner to fortify his property line that abuts 

the bay.



CRUSTACEAN LIFE CYCLES 

Oyster Reefs are built on and depend on deep layers 

of past oysters, building up their own geological 

strata of stabalized and rich ground to grow young 

oysters on. This system is not unlike that of old growth 

forests. When the system is upset by over harvesting 

or dredging that digs up deeply planted shells the new 

growth is heavily effected.



TANGLED 

RELATIONSHIPS

ECONOMIC TENSIONSECONOMIC INVESTMENT

For Oyster harvesters of Saxis 

the health of the reef is their 

livelyhood but their livelyhood 

depends on harvesting every 

season as much as they can.



POINTING OUT TENSIONS

WATERMEN VS VMRC

OYSTER SEEDING AND HARVESTING

Most of the watermen and women 

of Saxis have grown up on the water 

helping their families before them, 

most of those names on the leases 

for private harvesting grounds are 

fathers and grandfathers. The men 

and women feel a deep connection 

to the water and feel they have 

earned a say and an expertese 

with their very life. The restrictions 

already in place and the cost of 

running an oyster boat also created 

a tight margin with little to no room 

for error.

The VIrginia Marine Resource Commision 

regulates all of the marine waterways and 

is responsible for the continued availability 

of resources in these ecosystems. The 

map shows the range of land and water 

they are responsible for and in yellow is 

the area of saxis shown on the previous 

map. 

The Oyster harvesters of today remember 

their parents stories of the oyster harvests 

of the 80s and are excited to see a return 

of such prosperity, and hope for stability 

to be able to keep making payments on 

their homes down the street from the pier. 

The VMRC sees a different story they see 

all the way back to the Oyster boom of 

the 1800s when the harvests were 10s of 

millions. They also see the over all picture 

of the health of the oysters life cycle and 

know the signs of decline like the low 

levels of Spat or pour rates of maturity.

Area of Saxis and 
surrounding water

VRMC Feild stations



DREDGING LOCATIONS AND PRACTICES DREDGING DEPTH AND NOISE DISTURBANCE



ECOLOGICAL 

TENSIONS

OYSTER WHY HURT 
THE CULMINATION



OYSTER RESTORATION OYSTER RESTORATION SECTION 



POCOMOKE FOOD WEB PEOPLE AND FUTURE 

QUOTES AND HOPES



REFERENCES
HYPOTHESES:

Fresh water outflow from the Pocomoke River and Potomac River combining with inflow 
of salt water from the Atlantic is creating a rich slurry during regular tide and current 
movements. The geomorphology and hydrology conditions create a shallow, nutrient 
dense ecosystem surrounding the Peninsula of Saxis, which has created an ideal point of 
oyster harvesting. 

In the wake of sea level rise and limited funding or insurance, the people of Saxis are 
creating their own systems of fortification. What are the visible effects of the fortification 
they have created thus far? The circumstances between the communities of humans and 
non-humans here are complex and have created strained tensions. While the peoples 
efforts are resilient and ceaseless, these coping mechanisms may not be effective. 

TO DO:

Water Samples to test salinity and nutrient levels at different locations.

Measure depth of water.

Soil Samples to test soil composition (stabilization abilities).

Aquatic plant species samples to understand biodiversity of the system, catalog what 
trees people are planting there and determine inundation or longevity of tree species.

Oyster shell, Clam shell, Crab shell samples to understand morphology of possible 
oyster reefs.

Photograph houses in Saxis to perceive durability, jetty, bay, road into Saxis, sediment 
deposition pile, spit, flood control channels, dredge channel.
	 Document artifacts that represent tensions - dirt, rip-rap, coastal 				  
	 infrastructure, tools, etc.
	 Measure the scales of these structures - who is capable of building these?

Document primary source literature and photos from museum.

MATERIALS + TOOLS:
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Camera 

Glass Jars

Plant Press 

Hand Spade 

Plastic Bags 

Salinity Meter

Water Nutrients Test Strips

Waders

Ruler

Meter Stick / Pole

Sketchbook

Drawing Utensils

SITE RECONNAISSANCE HYPOTHESIS

WATER SAMPLE SITES

PHOTO SITES - SAXISPHOTO SITES - SMITH ISLAND

FLOOD PREVENTION TACTICS
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