Settled For a Moment




Saxis was born out of wealth, a father, who wanted his daughter
to have the best view unobstructed of the bay. Then the discovery
of a seeming never ending supply of oysters, brought waterman to
the town. Now life persists in Saxis through grit and
perseverance, and through a richness of the lives lived there and
those who continue on both human and non-human.

In this atlas we aim to explore the
complexities of the unseen world that dictate
the built enviornment.

Saxis as entagled life cycles and livlihoods of
those who live in this space. To interface with
the conflicting needs and desires of the socio-
ecological layers of the landscape.
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INCREASING TOWN REVENUE

INCREASING TOURISM OPPORTUNITIES

SAXIS MEETING MINUTES

RESTORING OYSTER POPULATION AND HABITAT

SAXIS TOWN COUNCIL
MOST FREQUENTLY
DISCUSSES THESE

TOPICS DURING THEIR

MEETINGS S=—

RESTORING BLUECRAB POPULATION

FINDING GRANTS AND TOWN FUNDING
()

gl

SUPPORTING LOCAL BUISINESSES

THE FACES OF SAXIS

— —

“The issue is, you're not going to have re-
production. Those are the oysters they're
taking up that are going to be spawners.
Yes, they can make a day’s work. | never
said they couldn't take their limit. But once
they’re gone, they're all gone”
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// 'm concerned with the
physical maintenance and
safety of the town's

2 — infrastructure and to /
ol ensure the money made infrastructure and properties,
WAYNE MCCLEARY  in Saxis stays in Saxis especially the harbor.

DARRELL MARSHALL
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Y ~ Town Events help Saxis’
) economy and bring the
community together. We
need to explore more
funding for the
community.

Saxis needs improved

_—

JIM WESSON

Saxis shoull}be visible
and our website can do

that. The financial '
stability of this town is

/jx important.
[ hMLANN MILLER
| This town needs a plan , \‘b ﬂ
to keep our homes "—ﬁ i .
above water
/ \

LEE MILES BRYAN SHREAVES

It's important that we

increase town revenue

and help local
buisinesses

MOODY MK MILES

ﬂ1




PLACING OUR

MOMENT IN HISTORY _ ||y

AT
Lo A S S

(Y A ER

KEY EVENTS IN SAXIS’ STORY
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Pocomoke Steamboat Storm Public Works Army Corps Hurricane Army Corps Crabs become Army Corps Hurricane Hurricane
sound wharf built destroys Projects of Engineers Hazel hits of Engineers mainstay of of Engineers Folyd floods Sandy hits
oyster boom 650 yards steamboat Administration  dredges the Saxis. builds new the island's builds nearly 30 Saxis and
and rapid west of wharf and builds the channel from harbor of economy. 8000 additional homes on the prompts aid
population island along many town bulkhead the 6' contours refuge on dozen crabs bulkheads, north end of from FEMA
increase 6' contour. homes. forming the into Starlings North side are shipped boat ramp, the island.
peaking at The wharf current Creek Creek and of Starlings to the West and slips. Crab house
636 people connects Point. created Coast and at the creek
in 1910. As Saxis to anchorage Japan per day. point is swept
oysters arein  Baltimore and basin, placing away.
high demand, Norfolk. This dredged
clamming construction material inside
becomes a brings a the bulkhead.
year-round second boom
buisiness. for the oyster

buisiness.



i CURRENTS AND TIDES: high tide o _ ‘ . CURRENTS AND TIDES: low tide
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The unique placement and shape of the Pocomoke ' L | J T et 4y The tide moves almost parallel to the Saxis shore line
Sound creates a “hot zone” an area perfectly tempured =~ e . = e R T Y pushing the sediment toward the north were it wraps
to the growth of oysters and crabs. The constant inflow e A 5y - g Ng W around creating the recognizable hook shape.

of the Pocomoke and Potomac rivers freshwater and N R R T e o . 3 )
the movement of the tide create a low zone of sanity. AL
Saxis sits in a pocket of perfect oyster conditions.
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- Old Port and Fishing Pier

- Harbor requiring routine dredging

LAND LOSS

LEGEND

B e
B 1942

1986
1998

homes
& roads

Peices of buildings that have been demolished used by
one home owner to fortify his property line that abuts
the bay.
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Residents of Saxis are not people to give up easily
they have created their own solutions to protect their
homes and the land they value.

This town needs a plan
to keep our homes
above water
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Oyster Reefs are built on and depend on deep layers
of past oysters, building up their own geological

strata of stabalized and rich ground to grow young
oysters on. This system is not unlike that of old growth
forests. When the system is upset by over harvesting
or dredging that digs up deeply planted shells the new
growth is heavily effected.
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'For Oyster harvesters of Saxis

the health of the reef is their

livelyhood but their livelyhood
~depends on harvesting every

- season as much as they can.
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s == Suhmerged Vegitation
“* Processing Sites — Harvey Drewer I

A Pyke Net ~ Donald Porter Sr.

A Stake Gill Net — Pocomoke Sound Oyster Co.
4 Pound Net — Adron Williams

. Public Harvest — Michael Clair

_IPrivate Harvest — Billy Bonawell




|v\-

Purchases of goods

* Fishing gear
' " = Miscellaneous hardware & supplies
= Electronics

Repair & maintenance

20 MILLION BUSHELS OF
OYSTERS HARVESTED IN 1850S

OYSTER SEEDING AND HARVESTING

“The issue is, you're not going to have re-
production. Those are the oysters they're
taking up that are going to be spawners.
Yes, they can make a day’s work. | never

said they couldn't take their limit. But once |

they're gone, they're all gone"

“It's the best that it's ever been, but they're

still cutting us back," - Donnie Porter
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The Vlrginia Marine Resource Commision
regulates all of the marine waterways and
Is responsible for the continued availability
of resources in these ecosystems. The
map shows the range of land and water
they are responsible for and in yellow is

the area of saxis shown on the previous + VRMC Feild stations

. Area of Saxis and
surrounding water
The Oyster harvesters of today remember
their parents stories of the oyster harvests
of the 80s and are excited to see a return
of such prosperity, and hope for stability

to be able to keep making payments on
their homes down the street from the pier.
The VMRC sees a different story they see
all the way back to the Oyster boom of

the 1800s when the harvests were 10s of
millions. They also see the over all picture
of the health of the oysters life cycle and
know the signs of decline like the low
levels of Spat or pour rates of maturity.
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DREDGING DEPTH AND NOISE DISTURBANCE
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THE CULMINATION

Dredging practices breaks apart habitat Overfishing prevents oyster population
where natural reefs might form from effectively repopulating
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Rising Water Temperatures increase ‘ ' Rising water levels create inhospitable
disease in oyster population environment for oysters which have
an optimal growth zone in relation to

m il ' <4 . distance from the surface
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OYSTER RESTORATION SECTION
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CORE SAMPLE FROM A HEALTHY OYSTER REEF

NATURALLY QCCURlNG PROCESS HUMAN-MADE INTERVENTION AQUACULTURE
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POCOMOKE FOOD WEB TUNDRA

DIRECT SWANS

IMPACT

EAGLES
SECONDARY N/
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And Yet ...

The residents of Saxis understand that the ocean is
rising it seems inevitable that their way of life is at a
threshold, it seems to be the closmg chapter for Saxrs

= ,*beginmigg.“bfth‘eﬁmy reefs in three of the restoration

p— zones. T The water and lglgd are«constantly overlapping

- re ..";_7_7h__,ps otumans and non-humans that live
==in SaX|s__ Nﬁ‘W lt is tlme to explore what could be
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SITE RECONNAISSANCE HYPOTHESIS
HYPOTHESES:

Fresh water outflow from the Pocomoke River and Potomac River combining with inflow
of salt water from the Atlantic is creating a rich slurry during regular tide and current
movements. The geomorphology and hydrology conditions create a shallow, nutrient
dense ecosystem surrounding the Peninsula of Saxis, which has created an ideal point of
oyster harvesting.

In the wake of sea level rise and limited funding or insurance, the people of Saxis are
creating their own systems of fortification. What are the visible effects of the fortification
they have created thus far? The circumstances between the communities of humans and

non-humans here are complex and have created strained tensions. While the peoples
efforts are resilient and ceaseless, these coping mechanisms may not be effective.

TO DO:

Water Samples to test salinity and nutrient levels at different locations.
Measure depth of water.

Soil Samples to test soil composition (stabilization abilities).

Aquatic plant species samples to understand biodiversity of the system, catalog what
trees people are planting there and determine inundation or longevity of tree species.

Oyster shell, Clam shell, Crab shell samples to understand morphology of possible
oyster reefs.

Photograph houses in Saxis to perceive durability, jetty, bay, road into Saxis, sediment
deposition pile, spit, flood control channels, dredge channel.
Document artifacts that represent tensions - dirt, rip-rap, coastal
infrastructure, tools, etc.
Measure the scales of these structures - who is capable of building these?

Document primary source literature and photos from museum.

MATERIALS + TOOLS:

Camera Water Nutrients Test Strips
Glass Jars Waders

Plant Press Ruler

Hand Spade Meter Stick / Pole

Plastic Bags Sketchbook

Salinity Meter Drawing Utensils

2500,
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